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OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL 
PARISH OFFICE (212) 289-1742 
FAX (646) 669-7811 
E-MAIL:  OLGCRectory@gmail.com 
WEBSITE: www.OLGCSTM.org 
 

ST. THOMAS MORE 
PARISH OFFICE (212) 876-7718 
FAX (212) 831-5756 
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SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE - OLGC 
 Saturday Evening: 5:30 p.m. 
 Sunday Morning: 9:00 a.m. 
  10:15 a.m.- Spanish Mass 
  11:30 a.m. - Choral Mass 
Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE - STM 
 Saturday Evening: 5:45 p.m.  
 Sunday Morning: 8:30 a.m.  
  10:00 a.m. - Family Mass 
 Sunday Afternoon: 12:00 p.m. - Choral Mass 
  Sunday Evening: 5:45 p.m. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES - OLGC 
 Monday thru Friday: 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
 Saturday: 9:00 am and 12:00 pm 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES - STM 
 Monday thru Friday: 8:00 am and 12:15 pm 
 Saturday: 8:00 am and 12:15 pm 
 

CONFESSIONS - OLGC 
 Monday thru Friday - 5:45 pm 
 Saturday 4:30 – 5:15 pm 
 

CONFESSIONS - STM 
 Monday thru Friday 
 12:00 pm - 12:10 pm (before Mass) 
 Saturday 5:00 – 5:30 pm 
 

BAPTISM 
 OLGC - 12:30 pm on Sunday  
 STM - 1:00 pm on Sunday 
 (Arrangements must be made six weeks in advance) 
 

MARRIAGE 
 Arrangements should be made at least six months prior 

to the wedding 
 

VISITS TO HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS 
 Our clergy are happy to visit. 

Call the parish office to arrange. 
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mailto:STMParishPrograms@gmail.com
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Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel - St. Thomas More 
December 4th, 2016 

Second Sunday of Advent 
The voice of John the Baptist begins to be heard with the Second Sunday of Advent. Similar in fervor to the 
great prophet Isaiah seven hundred years before him, John the Baptist awakens in the Jewish people a sense of 
God’s impending coming into the world.  
 
The first reading opens with the phrase, “a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.” The image of a tree 
stump is quite powerful. In chapter 10, Isaiah uses the shocking image of the majestic Lebanese cedar being 
leveled in an armed conflict between God and Assyrian soldiers. When chapters 10 and 11 of Isaiah are read 
back-to-back, the opening words to today’s reading of a shoot sprouting from a stump are understood much like 
the smoke rising from the ashes. Through this child, “the root of Jesse,” a new era of unprecedented peace in 
nature and among all nations would be realized through God’s coming into the world. 
 
Matthew summarizes the core of John’s message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” Matthew 
uses the Greek word metanoia here, commonly translated as “repent.” More precisely, it literally means change 
of heart and mind. John challenged his fellow Israelites to think and believe in a new way that would lead to a 
total conversion. His urgency stems from his firm conviction in the imminent arrival of the “kingdom of 
heaven,” an alternative to the more common “kingdom of God” heard in the other New Testament Gospels. 
Matthew was likely responding here to his largely Jewish audience who, out of reverence for the name “God,” 
would prefer the “kingdom of heaven” language. 
 
John’s belief that the kingdom of heaven was “at hand” stems from his eschatological (end-time) view of the 
world. John and his followers embraced an imminent messianic visitation, insisting that all of Israel repent for 
the forgiveness of sins in the hope that God would soon act decisively in Israel’s history. Matthew certainly 
believed that Jesus shared this same worldview, since Jesus’ first words in the Gospel of Matthew are identical 
to John’s: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt 4:17b). For both John and Jesus, the best way to 
prepare for the coming of the Lord was to begin with repentance from all that turns us away from God. 
 

Adapted from Liturgical Publications Inc, Connect! Uniting Word & World, Dr. Daniel J. Scholz 
 

Have you tried FORMED? 
FORMED.org offers free Catholic eBooks and 
Films from Ignatius Press, Scripture-Study series, 
and numerous video- and audio series on topics like 
Archeology in the Holy Land, forgiveness, the 
sacraments, the creed, and more! 
 

To register, go to www.FORMED.org , enter the 
Parish Access Code XNGRTM (all caps) and your 
email address. 

 
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is 

celebrated on December 8th. 
(Vigil) 6pm at Our Lady of Good Counsel 

8am at St. Thomas More 
9am at Our Lady of Good Counsel 

12:15pm at St. Thomas More 
6pm at Our Lady of Good Counsel 

WEEKDAY BIBLE READINGS  
Sun.: Is 11:1-10/ Rom 15:4-9  
 Mt 3:1-12  
Mon.: Is 35:1-10/ Lk 5:17-26 
Tues.:  Is 40:1-11/ Mt 18:12-14 
Wed.: Is 40:25-31/ Mt 11:28-30 
Thur .:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/ Eph 1:3-6, 11-12  
 Lk 1:26-38 
Fri .: Is 48:17-19/ Mt 11:16-19 
Sat.: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/ Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Preparing for Baptism 

Preparation meetings are held on the first Tuesday 
evening of the month at 7:00PM in the OLGC 
Parish Hall.  Baptisms take place on Sundays at 
12:30PM (OLGC) and 1:00PM (STM). Please 
contact the Parish Office to register. 

http://www.FORMED.org


Church of St. Thomas More 
 

Who is saying Mass this Sunday? 
Sat     5:45 pm Fr. Maximo 

Sun    8:30 am Msgr. McCahill 

Sun  10:00 am Fr. Madigan 

Sun  12:00 pm Fr. Madigan 

Sun    5:45 pm Msgr. McCahill 
 

Lector/EM Mass Schedule 
December 4 Lector EM 

Sat     5:45 pm The Rosses Rob Guida 

Sun    8:30 am Tan Family Pat Lazio 

Sun  10:00 am Branche Family M.E. Bianco 

Sun  12:00 pm Bob Burke Sandra Montoya 

Sun    5:45 pm Rory Kelleher Sharon McKenna 
 

December 11 Lector EM 

Sat     5:45 pm Nick Farnham Greg Gorra 

Sun    8:30 am Louisa Martin  

Sun  10:00 am Kehoe Family Dan Flynn 

Sun  12:00 pm Nilsa Santiago C. Stonbely 

Sun    5:45 pm Chris Baldwin Sharon McKenna 
 

Annual Christmas Toy Drive  
In support of 

Little Sisters of the Assumption Family 
Health Service  

December 1 st-16th  
Please drop off new, unwrapped toys, books and 
clothing for children 0 – 8 years in the marked 
box at the back of the church. 
 

Suitable items include educational games, soccer 
and basketballs.  Please do not include stuffed 
animals, games or toys that glorify violence. 
  

Gift cards for Old Navy, Target or Marshalls are 
also welcome. Gift cards may be deposited in the 
marked cash box at the back of the church or 
leave with the parish Reception Desk. 
 

Sunday –November 27 th , 2016  
Regular Collection – $7,194.96 

Fall Semi-Annual Appeal – $9,070.00 
Attendance –584   

M ASS INTENTIONS AND FEAST DAYS 
AT ST. THOMAS MORE 

DECEMBER 4- DECEMBER 10 
Mon. December 5   
8:00 John Flaherty & Richard Matthews (D) 
*12:15 Olga Grabowska (D) 
Tues. December 6 St. Nicholas  
8:00 Aiden Hatton, Jr.  (D) 
*12:15 James Gorman (D)   
Wed. December 7 St. Ambrose 
8:00 Marianne T. Bogunovich (D) 
*12:15 Marianne T. Bogunovich (D) 
Thurs. December 8 Immaculate Conception 
8:00 Marianne T. Bogunovich (D) 
*12:15 Marianne T. Bogunovich (D) 
Fri. December 9 St. Juan Diego 
8:00 Marianne T. Bogunovich (D) 
*12:15 Christopher Begley (D) 
Sat. December 10   
8:00 Marianne T. Bogunovich (D) 
*12:15 Ida Capote (D) 
Sunday Vigil  
5:45 Marilyn Mickie Keough (D) 
*Rosary prayed after 12:15pm Mass 
 

We Extend Our Thanks 
To our volunteer Kathleen Dana 

for hosting this Sunday's coffee hour. 
 

We’ve begun host sign-ups for 2017!  Sign-up here: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a48a4ad2baa
ff2-winterspring . 

 

Fall Semi-Annual Appeal 
Each year we depend on this Appeal to carry us 
through the summer when so many are away and 
inevitably the Sunday collections drop off.  If you 
have already participated in this Appeal, we thank 

you for your continued support.   
 

Christmas Food Drive  
Our Parish will take up its annual Christmas 
Food Drive for NEW YORK COMMON PANTRY from 
December 11th-18th.  Items can be deposited at 
the back of the church. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a48a4ad2baa


EVENTS AT  

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL 
DATE EVENT TIME  
12/4 Religious Education 10am 
 SJSG Film: The Nativity Story 2:30pm 
 AA Meeting 3pm 
 Rooted in Jesus Christ 4:30pm 
 Return Toys for Christmas Angel Program 
12/5 Blue Army Prayer Group After 9am Mass 
12/7 Senior Bingo 12:30pm 
 Advent Reflection Group 6:30-7:30pm 
12/7-8    Pop-up Flea Market 11am-4pm 
12/8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 Marian Consecration after 6pm Mass 
12/9 Bilingual Religious Ed 7pm 
12/10 Saturday Morning Breakfast  7 - 8:30am 
 Advent Reflection Group 9:30-10:30am 
12/11 Advent Choir Concert  4pm 

 

A DVENT C HOIR C ONCERT  

DECEMBER 11TH, 4 PM 
OLGC, UPPER CHURCH 

The ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHOIRS of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel invite you to an Advent program 
of Scripture Readings, anthems, and excerpts from 
Handel’s Messiah. 

Prepare for Christmas with all of your 
senses! 

 

Rooted in Jesus Christ  
Sundays, 4:30pm in the OLGC Rectory 
Our Parish’s ongoing adult formation community 
invites all adults to explore ways to become 
“intentional” disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Contact Greg D’Uva at gregoryduva@gmail.com 
or Henry Artis at NYC.Artis@gmail.com for 
details. 

 

Parish Council Meeting 
Monday, December 12th 

7-8 pm 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Parish Hall 
All parishioners are invited to attend. 

 

Young Adult Mass with Cardinal Dolan 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, December 7th 

Adoration and Confessions: 6:30-7:30pm 
Mass: 7:30pm 

Social to follow. 

EVENTS AT 
ST. THOMAS M ORE 

DATE EVENT TIME  
12/4 Family Coffee Hour After 10am Mass 
 LSA Toy Drive 
12/6 Advent Reflection Group 11am-12pm 
 Leisure Club Lunch After 12:15 Mass 
 First Grade Religious Ed 5pm 
12/7 Christian Meditation 6pm 
12/8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
12/11 Family Coffee Hour After 10am Mass 
 Youth & Family Sandwich Making 12-1pm 
 LSA Toy Drive 
 NYCP Food Drive 
 Note: AA Meetings are held on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings at 6:30pm 
in the Chelsea Room. 
 

Sunday Sandwich Making 
Join our community for fun and service! 

Sunday, November 11th 
12-1:30pm, STM, Rochester Room 

Each month students and families come together to 
make up to 300 sandwiches for the NEW YORK 
COMMON PANTRY.Through your effort and the 
generous support of our neighborhood stores, Eli's, 
Whole Foods, Morton William, Gristedes, 
D'Agostino and Fairway, our less fortunate 
neighbors have a healthy dinner. 

Signup is easy via the following link: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d49aeaf2ba4f
b6-sandwichmaking. 
 

Advent Reflection Groups 
A Weekly Break from Holiday Stress 

Come to escape the noise and anxiety of “the 
holiday season” to enter into Advent and deepen 
your experience of Christmas. We will discuss brief 
passages from Scripture and practical ways to use 
Advent as a spiritual resource in your daily life. No 
preparation or outside reading is required. 

Saturdays, 9:30-10:30am (Fr. Fernando) 
OLGC, Pope Benedict Room 

Tuesdays, 11:00am-12:00pm (Fr. Max) 
STM, Chapel 

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm (Alex Miller)  
OLGC, Pope Benedict Room 

Signing up is appreciated but not required. 
Call the Parish Office or email Alex Miller.

mailto:gregoryduva@gmail.com
mailto:NYC.Artis@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d49aeaf2ba4f


Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Who is saying Mass this Sunday? 

Sat     5:30 pm CFR 

Sun    9:00 am Fr. Maximo 

Sun  10:15 am Fr. Sheehan 

Sun  11:30 am Fr. Maximo 

Sun    6:00 pm Fr. Oliver 

 
Lector/EM Mass Schedule 

December 4 Lector EM 

Sat     5:30 pm Terri O’Connor MaryAnn Batory 

Sun    9:00 am Louisa Martin Marie Nonni 

Sun  10:15 am   

Sun  11:30 am D. Bolgnino Joe McLaughlin 

Sun    6:00 pm Ryan Richard Carol Hopkins 
 

December 11 Lector EM 

Sat     5:30 pm Gladys Cruz Sazs Sexigs 

Sun    9:00 am Terri O’Connor Sylvia Morales 

Sun  10:15 am   

Sun  11:30 am Jamie Johnson Carol Hopkins 

Sun    6:00 pm Brian Daley Gladys Cruz 
 

Are you interested in serving our parish as an 
Usher, Lector, or Eucharistic Minister at 

OLGC?  Do you know someone who might be?  
Please contact Alex Miller at the parish office or via 

email at STMParishPrograms@gmail.com 
 

 In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist 
urges us to “Prepare the way of the 
Lord.” This is what Advent is all 
about, for we are called to help 
prepare the way of the Lord by 
making the real meaning of  
Christmas come alive in our own 

hearts, in our family and to reach out to those in 
need. 
Is there a family you know who needs 
assistance? Please call the SOCIETY OF ST. 
VINCENT DE PAUL  so that together we can help 
the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas.  
The OLGC Conference of the SVDP can be 
contacted through the rectory or via email at 
blessingifts3@gmail.com . 

M ASS INTENTIONS AND FEAST DAYS  
AT OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL 

DECEMBER 4 – DECEMBER 10 
Mon. December 5  
  9:00  Margaret McLoughlin (D) 
  6:00  Matthew Richard Clark, Sr. (D) 
Tues. December 6 St. Nicholas  
  9:00   Louisa Kenny (L) & Family (D)  
  6:00  Bruce Turtello (D) 
Wed. December 7 St. Ambrose 
  9:00  St. Philomena for the Spiritual Guidance of all priests 
  6:00  Gina Martinez (D) 
Thurs. December 8 Immaculate Conception 
  9:00   
  6:00  In Gratitude to our Blessed Virgin Mary 
Fri. December 9 St. Juan Diego 
  9:00  Helen Mason  
  6:00  Marianne T. Bogunovich (D) 
Sat. December 10   
9:00  Kathleen McDermott (D) 
12:00   Sanora Giuseppe & Kimberly Streaph (D) 
Sunday Vigil  
5:30pm    
 

Please remember the sick and all the 
faithfully departed, that they may see God. 
To add a name or to keep a name on the active list, 
please contact the rectory at the beginning of each 

month. 
 

Next Sunday’s Second Collection will 
be for the Retirement Fund for 

Religious. 
 

Sunday –November 27 th , 2016  
Regular Collection – $2,545.43 
Christmas Flowers – $930.67 

Thanksgiving – $577.25 
Attendance –618   

 

Reminder from the Legion of Mary: 
The act of total consecration to Jesus through Mary 

will take place on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception (Thursday, December 8th) after the 6pm 

Mass at Our Lady of Good Counsel. 

mailto:STMParishPrograms@gmail.com
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